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Readings: The Baptism of the Lord | USCCB 

 

 On the first Sunday of Christmas my parish priest gave to me, 

reflections on the Holy Family.  

 On the second Sunday of Christmas my parish priest gave to me, 

the Epiphany with three wise kings and the what, who and how to be 

church. 

 On this third and last day of Christmas my parish priest gives to 

me, the Baptism of the Lord and the reason why we have church in the 

first place. 

(I know, that was awesome… you can book me now in advanced for 

caroling at your Christmas event this year). 

We have arrived at the last day of Christmas, and yes, we will need 

to take the decorations down… no we can’t keep them up all year… 

Today we are confronted with big WHY. Why we need the 

church, not only for ourselves, but for the world.   

But before we can answer that question, there is another why we 

need to get to first. No, it’s not why the seahawks did so bad this season, 

though that is an important one for sure… the first why we need to 

answer is: why did Jesus get a baptism by John when it was so clear he 

didn’t need one? In other gospel accounts, John himself objected at 

first… so what does this whole scene of Jesus being baptized mean?  

Especially since the baptism of John symbolized the forgiveness of 

sin, which Jesus had no need of. In our Christian baptism, we profess 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/010922.cfm
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that it washes away original sin… yet we hold in faith that Jesus did not 

sin… so then why did Jesus get baptized? 

The key to answering this first question lies in that mysterious 

voice from heaven: “you are my beloved Son; with you I am well 

pleased.” Sounds like a lovely phrase. Wouldn’t you love to hear that 

directly from God for you? That God is pleased with you? That you are 

his chosen one? That God approves how you are living your life? 

Sounds lovely,  but looking at its origin, it is actually a hair-raising 

phrase, a frightening phrase that I don’t think any of us would want to 

hear for ourselves because of what it means. 

This phrase is a reference to Psalm 2 which describes the 

coronation of a king in a time when kings were thought of as divinely 

chosen. Verse 7 of Psalm 2 says “I will proclaim the decree of the Lord, 

he said to me, “you are my son; today I have begotten you…” and then it 

goes on to say all the good ways in which the chosen king would prosper 

and rule under God’s help. How, with the help of God, they would 

conquer other nations and destroy the enemy because God would be 

their shield, their fortress. 

Ok, so nothing frightening about that… until we realize that Psalm 

2 is itself a reference to Isaiah’s description of the messiah as a 

suffering servant found in chapters 52-53 which describes the messiah 

as yes, one who will be exalted as king, but prior to his exaltation, one 

who will suffer greatly. Listen to this from Isaiah 53: 

We had gone astray like sheep, all following our own way; 

but the Lord laid upon him the guilt of us all… though 

harshly treated, he submitted and did not open his mouth; 
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like a lamb led to slaughter or a sheep silent before shearers, 

he did not open his mouth… the will of the Lord is to crush 

him with pain… because of his anguish he shall see the 

light… my servant, the just one, shall justify the many… 

The will of God for the Messiah, for the begotten one of God, is for this 

to happen to him, to be drowned in sin.  

With this in mind, through the words “you are my beloved Son; 

with you I am well pleased” that we hear proclaimed to Jesus at his 

baptism, rather than being a washing away of sin, he is being completely 

bathed in it, drenched in the sins of the world which would in just three 

short years culminate in his death. Like a lamb led to slaughter, he 

would have no resistance, he would not open his mouth as the fury and 

fire of human hate would come upon him in the worst exaltation and 

coronation imaginable. It is a frightening phrase. Anyone willing to be 

God’s belove son and daughter now? Anyone willing to go through that? 

 It’s so important to not domesticate these religious images given 

to us during Christmas; the Holy Family, Epiphany, and Baptism of the 

Lord, as if they were just mere feel-good yearly decorations. They are 

radical statements of what God had to do for us, and consequently, what 

they mean for us. Next time you see a nice art piece of Jesus being 

baptized by water with the heavens being opened and a dove 

descending, as nice as that art depiction may be, always have in mind 

what it signifies, what that water meant for him.   

So there lies the answer to our first why. Why did Jesus get 

baptized? First, to accept his mission as the suffering servant, the 

beginning of his coronation. But as frightening and chilling as what 
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those words proclaimed mean, it is also a powerful act of love… to 

know that Jesus was willing to undergo this mission, knowing well what 

it entailed, all to show to us the love of God. 

Second, to clarify our expectations about how God would be 

victorious over evil. It wasn’t through crowning a King like David who 

would crush and conquer his enemies with military force, as if power 

makes might. That is how we normally try to conquer those we consider 

obstacles to our success. We fight evil with evil, use force and violence 

to oppress the enemy. That’s original sin at work, keeping alive the 

cycle of violence and keeping us fooled thinking we have succeeded 

because violence, if successful, brings a sense of peace for a short while.  

That is the “genius” of Satan, it is what makes us as a humanity 

resort to violence as the answer. but in the baptism of Jesus, God’s 

response is different. It is not through the raising of the sword, it was 

through full submission, by offering no resistance, Jesus would not give 

Satan the pleasure of playing the game. Through the submission of 

Jesus, by being showered in sin the love of God enters to the core 

human violence, unveils Satan’s lie which makes him fall like 

lightening, and begins to transform the world within, within the human 

heart as we come to realize that violence is never the answer.  

With this, we can now start unpacking the answer to our main 

question: why do we need the church? 

Because all we need to do is look around us to understand that we 

still live in a world struggling with sin. We recently heard what has 

happened in Kazakhstan. Violent protests erupted on the streets leading 

to unrest, so the command from the president to the armed forces to 
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“restore peace” was, as expected, to “kill without warning” any violent 

protestors. Satan is alive and well, the cycle continues. 

We don’t have to look far, in the last two years we experienced the 

most recent climax of the division of our country from both ends, red 

and blue. Violence spewed on the streets disguised as protests for social 

and racial justice. Violence spewed on the capital disguised as protest 

for democracy. Both just creating more hate amongst each other.  

Yet, for this Jesus was born, for this did he accept those chilling 

words “you are my beloved son…” The way in which God can continue 

to heal the world from original sin and bring any sense of peace and 

unity is by raising up, exalting, coronating, a new people, a new 

community, willing to continue the transformative work of Christ in the 

world. This happens by our own baptism.  

When we are baptized we say we are washed from original sin, yet 

as we get older, we wonder what that means, since we obviously still 

sin… so what does it mean for us? For us to be washed from original 

sin, means that we become a people after God’s will, a people against 

sin, a people willing to not fight with violence, but rather, with love, 

something we can only do when we allow the Holy Spirit to guide us, 

not our own desires and ambitions. 

That makes our baptism no mere symbol, no mere ritual to be part 

of a religious organization. There is a real and needed power in what we 

have received, through it we become part of God’s mission, we become 

God’s church. The mission of the church is to continue the work of 

Jesus, bringing about the transformative, healing, and unitive love of 
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God to the world. We need to be her members as much as the world 

needs her, needs God, needs us.  

And each of us needs to find our place in the mission of the 

church. Coming to mass is not enough if there is no transformation 

within our families, studies, workplaces, and community, and 

transformation is only possible if we are willing to enter and unite 

ourselves to the struggles of the world as Jesus did.  

Last week I challenged us as a community to help bring someone 

back to the church this year who left for whatever the reason, especially 

those who have felt hurt or rejected by the church. That means being 

willing to enter into their experience, to listen, to be watered by their 

anger, sorrow, hate, and proclaim the love the God has for them. That’s 

one way to be a missionary church. Our goal is to double church 

attendance this year. How are we going to do it? If you have any ideas, 

do let me know.  

Next month we will begin our synodal process where we all get an 

opportunity as members of the church to make our voices heard, as the 

pope and bishops are willing to be showered with our own concerns, 

disappointments and hopes as we collectively listen to the Holy Spirit 

moving in each one of us. More on that in the next weeks. There will be 

many opportunities to be a missionary church this year, to exercise the 

power of our baptism.  

I will leave you with this: on the last day of Christmas my parish 

priest gave to me: a question to consider, Jesus accepted the suffering of 

his baptism to give you a place in his body. What place will you have in 

the mission of the Church this year? 
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